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SER, 
| IT me to ſolicit your ſanction to 
the following Eſſay, and to return you 
my ſincere thanks for the great advantages 
which I have derived from all your works in 


ſurgery. You have not only adorned that 
art by your publick Lectures, but advanced 


it to high perfection. Your writings and 


method of practice will be laſting, becauſe 
they have their foundation in truth. Your 
caſes will be ever true to nature, becauſe they 
were given by a man of honour and diſ- 
cernment. To your active and compre- 
henſive mind, to your long and extenſive 
experience, to your nice reſpect for the 
uſetul obſervations of the ancients, to your 

diltn 


diligence in ſelecting from them, whatever 
was valuable, ſurgeons in particular, and 
mankind in general, owe the greateſt obli- 
gations. You ſcorned to be defective in 
- _- candour, when you aimed to be perfect in 

knowledge. May you long enjoy your na- 
tural vigour of mind, and feel a calm re- 
poſe under the benign ſhade of laurels that 
ſurround you; and may your future days 
be as exquiſitely happy, as your paſt have 
been eminently uſeful. 
| 2 1 Am, Sir, 1 

Your ſincere friend, 

And obliged humble ſervant, 


- JESSE FOOT. 
Dean-ſtreet, . 
May 20, 1788. 
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U evttghics"'to item 1 bal Gan 
nue to call the diſeaſe brought on the 
human ſubject from the bite of a mad ani- 
mal, Hydrophobia; notwithſtanding Doctor 
Mead hath remarked, and with ſtrict. pro- 
+ priety in my opinion, that the word does 

not convey the true meaning of the effect 
of water upon the patient, when this fright= 
ful ſymptom 1 is upon him, which is not a 
dread of water, but deſpair of gratifying 
thirſt, 4 the 1 of ſwaly, 
lowin ng it it. 
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5 E 
t. ha been alſo. remarked by. the-ſame 
n that there are other diſeaſes, al- 
though in a more partial degree, in which 


5 this ſame Hiffieulty”1 in Sing is ob- 
ferved. 


l believe that there are very few men who ” 

have thought on this ſubject, either with a 
view to . utffity; or from à recent 

inſtance of ſome melancholy caſe having 


come before them but hat muſt be im- 
| ee. with ſuch feelings upon the occaſion, 


as are 5 rn 9: e pe * 


exprel el; _ 


158 atfough 6 it might CORD tha from 
the covering which is Worn, and fome acoiy 
dental, cauſes, not more than one in ten af 
thole bitten by, a mad d og receive. the infecn - 
tion ; > yet. the menen conditian that all 
continue. i in from the moment of. the wound 
being. inflicted, to the Pt limitatiqn that 
BE Fa buliſts report of the dor mant ſtate o 

the venom; muſt be an interval of. harron 
not to be envied * ſuch as are devoted to 


_ _ decimation, 


f JI 


Ts) 


decimation, or by a wretch in a dungeon 
ſentenced for execution. Yet this interval 
of fatal apprehenſion hath been filled up by 
a hope that, however falſe, hath ſmothered 
deſpair,” and lulled the ſenſes into | a falta 
nw feeurity. | 


| This will enable me to explain to 

readers what would other wiſe appear an i 
explicable phenomenon.” It Will alſo for 
me the pleaſing gratification of taking off a 
ſtigma, which would otherwiſe ſtain the fair 
fame of the firſt medical characters, from 
the carlieſt ages down to the preſent times, 
who have with uncommon zeal publiſhed 
their opinions upon this diſeaſe, and who 
have each given into fome favorite medicine 
for the prevention of it. One medicine hath 
been uſhered into reputation with flatter 
ing applauſe, and kath continued its inffu- 
ence, until by the failure of it; it was aban- 
doned by credulity, and turned out of prac- 
tice to make room for the ſacceſſion of ano- 
ther and another, 


B 2 How 


C44) 


_ "How is it to obe explained that duch a cha- 
| Acker as Mead, for inſtance, and ſome be- 
fore his time, men famed for profeſſional 
kill and honour, beyond all power of ſuſ- 
picion, ſhould have been ſo far deceived, as to 
deceive others, in giving to the publick a pro- 
phylactick medicine to infallibly prevent the 
effects of a bite from a mad dog, which in 
the event hath proved inadequate to that 
Fo, and is not. to be truſted? 


- Moſt of theſe e men who have 
written, upon this ſubje&t were actuated 
from the ſpur of the ogcaſion; they had 
been called to a few caſes where the ſymp- 
toms of hydrophobia were actually upon the 
patient ; they had convinced their under- 
ſtandings of the inevitable fate that uniform- 


ly awaited ſuch as were arrived at this dread- 


ful ſtage; and not being able to afford the 
leaſt relief, they aimed to make a ſtand 
againſt the diſeaſe on its firſt approach, 
judging that they could deſtroy that in em- 


bryo which was acknowledged by all to be 


out of their pgwer, when oncethe evil was 
Ll 


9 


f 8 } 


_ ripened to maturity, Tbey were not alſo 
then aware, as we now.are, that ſo few re- 
ceived the infection in proportion to the 
many that were bitten by dogs really mad, 
not to mention ſome that were alſo bitten 
by dogs only ſuppoſed to have been ſo. 

Being themſelves at a loſs for a remedy, they 
either adopted that which came the ſtrongeſt 
recommended to them, as Mead did the 
powder of Dampier, or, upon bare proba- 
bility alone, offered ſomething of their own. 

Grown confident from the ſucceſs of ſo many 
eſcaping the fatal effects, they attributed 
that virtue to the medicine which it had not, 
and were induced to give their ſanction to 
that which they deemed infallible, upon the 
pureſt motives. Nor had they an opportu- 
nity perhaps, who were ſo generouſly diſ- 
poled, in the. courſe of their life time to be 
convinced of their error and to retra& the 
practice of it, For it is a fact, not un- 
pleaſing to he told, that the inſtances of 
thoſe really infected, all of whom infallibly 
die, are in compariſon to the numbers bit- 
ten few and ſcattered ; and many a medical 
WT" man 


life with having: been an eye-witneſs to no | 


more en r vr r Rug to nr a er 


Suck hath Nias Vine _ the! er Z 


= various medicines, which flattered in 


proſpect, difappointed in the end. Such 


hath been the ill ſucceſs of the great charac- 
ters which I allude to, that they only kept 
their reputation, becauſe they honeſtly ati 
tempted to increaſe it. And ſuch is our 
ignorance of the nature of this diſeaſe at 
preſent, that, with very inſignificant excep-· 
tions, we have not gained a point of our an- 
ceſtors two thouſand years ago. We res 
main in utter darkneſs, and if there be any 
thing in future to be hoped for, it muſt be 


obtained by. beginning de novo, by adopts | 


ing a new ſyſtem, by ſubſtituting analogy 
for blind theory, and by making our ad- 
yanges upon the more ſolid grounds of com+ 


parative experiments. By theſe exertions 


ve may aſpire to eſſential truths, and ace 
| oy chat ſubſtantial 1 Which 


. 


ES) 
will ſtand the — and which will 


be recemed only. „ 197 by its 
| A * ren e 


It nicht hem acetal 2XPE 8 
me, conformable to the general practice of 
ether writers on this ſubject, to explain to 
my readers the voluminous eſſays of thoſe 
who have gone before me, for the informa- 
tion- of ſome, and for the | curioſity of 
ethers. Although I do: not mean to bs 
either minute or digreſſive, I ſhall not 
Fholly ſpare myſelf that labour, becauſt 
oem ſuch enquiry in ſome meaſure con- 
formable to the intention that induced me 

to welte.: For if it be neceſſary to urge 
mankind to ſet aſide what has been already 
attempted amt failed of its purpoſe, it is # 
Juſtice due to tlie underſtanding, that what 
bas been. done, ſhould be known ; for hid 
is a ſubject, upon which che private intereſt 
of an individual cannot have anether deſigir 
independent of that which is annexed to che 
more general cauſe of benevolence. The 
| © 0 as to juſtify me in 
Preſuming 
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preſuniing, that the more that ſtart faltly 
in this race of | humanity, the more truth 
might be hoped for and expected, and that 
the prize of reputation will be given to 
the merit 1 that —_ n it. 


„ 80 that n me to gies 4 
ſhort hiſtorical ſketch of this diſeaſe is, that 
the publick may be acquainted with the cata- 

logue of prophylacticks that have promiſed 
ſo much and that have fallen ſo ſhort in their 
performances; for ſo prevalent is prejudice, 
and ſo natural is the propenſity of man to 
| adhere to opinions once rooted in his mind, 
. that whenever an inſtance occurs of a perſon 
being bitten by a mad dog, the confidential 
l receipt-book of the good Lady Bountiful is 
1x | immediately unfolded, the charm or incan- 
| tation is wound up, the liotch-potch of 
| herbs are prepared, the dog is ſacrificed, 


the altar of ſuperſtition. The poor bitten 
ſuhject is harraſſed by the ſeveral candidates 


— 
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and his liver is chopped; and offered up at 


2 6+ in . 33 claims for infal- | 
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ducking, he is brought back and ſent again. 
In ſhort, if abſorption of the venom hath 


SI taken place, and he really becomes diſ- 


* eaſed, he is often deſerted through fear by 

| his neareſt relatives, or which has been done, 
a period is put to his exiſtence by ſuffoca- 
cation. I ſhrewdly ſuſpect that if the ſe- 
cret ingredients of the compounds be diſ- 
cloſed, which are boaſted of in families, they 
will bear evident marks of legitimacy to one 

or other of theſe preſumed remedies, which 
I am about to expoſe for that very reaſon, 
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The hiſtory of the hydrophobia affords a 
great ſcape for ſpeculative contemplation ; 
and he that hath enquired into it with the 
moſt correct attention, will ſcarcely be able 
to draw from it any thing better than an 
imperfect concluſion. 


It ſhould ſeem as if inſtances were for- 
merly rare of this diſeaſe before the time 
of Cælius Aurelianus, who flouriſhed in the 
reigns of Trajan and Hadrian. He was 
born in a city of ſome importance, called 

C Sicca 


( 10 ) 


Sicca Venerea, in Africa. Cœlius Aurelia 
nus has given us a compleat hiſtory of the 
hydrophobia, and has painted the ſymp- 
toms of it in ſuch true colours, that he has 
always been looked up to as the original 
author that has treated on the ſubject. It 
appears from him, that if the diſeaſe had 
been before much known, 1t had not been 
attended to by medical writers, as he has 
appropriated a whole chapter to the diſcuſ- 
ſion of «+ Whether the hydrophobia was a 
* new Diſeaſe or not.” And here I cannot 
refrain from expreſſing my admiration of 
the wonderful penetration of this yaluable 
ancient; that he ſhould have burſt forth at 
once with ſo complete and faithful an ac- 
count of a diſeaſe, that even now is only 
confirmed to be what he ſaid it was, and 
without the ſmalleſt correction whatever, 
and that theſe truths ſhould have come 
forth from him at a time when hiſtorick 
doubts were ſtarted by others, Whether 
* the diſeaſe had any exiſtence in reality or 

nor. 
* Vige CeliiAurelian 226, Ed, Amfteledam, 55 
of 
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Of the places where the hydrophobia had 
faged, Cælius Aurelianus tells us, that at 


Caria and Crete it had very much prevailed, 
The ifland of Crete, he ſays was particu- 


| larly free from poiſonous animals, but that 
the canine diſeaſe had prevailed there very 


common. He alſo tells us, that none of the 
ancients had given a cure for this paſſion, 
but he has given a faithful account of what 
was attempted by them. Artorius 'adviſed 
his patient to be plunged into cold water. 
Niger and Eudemius bled their patients 
and gave hellebore. Some gave caſtor, ſome 
oil of roſes, ſome ſcammony, ſome gave 
ſnow inſtead of water, Judging that the pa- 
tient may gratify his thirſt in that form, 
when he could not with water; ſome made 
uſe of ſtratagems to induce the patient to 
drink, which would make the moſt ſerious 
ſmile ; but Cælius Aurelianus ſays, that 


the ſtrictures produce fuch inſurmountable 


obſtacles, that it is beyond a doubt the 
wan * muſt prove mortal. 


c 2 Celſus 


612) 
Celſus ® recommends the plunging the 
patient into cold water. Hieronymus 
Mercurialis ſays, that he was the firſt 
of all who wrote on the cure of this: 
paſſion +. 


Galen ſays that many remedies were re- 
ferred to, ſuch as the liver of the mad 
animal boiled, the Coagulum Catuli Lac- 
tantis ; but he aſſerts at the ſame time, 
that theſe remedies, that we may not be 
deceived, did not effect a cure of that palſ— 
ſion, but rather tended to preſerve the bit- 
ten from extreme fatal conſequences; and 
with this view, he ſays, that no one, who 
took the powder of burnt crabs before the 
"ki came on,. died of that paſ- 


 Mtius recommends, cs powder of 
burnt crabs, and n vite. . 


* Cellos, lib. 5, cap. 27. 
+ Celſus flouriſhed Anno Chrift. 15. 
+ AÆtius Edit. Franfort. Anno 1541. Sermon, 2nd. 
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Hieronymus Mercurialis tells us, that 
Oribeſius directs a method of aſcertaining, 
whether a ſuſpected dog be mad or not, by 
pounding of wallnuts, and applying them i 
to the wound inflicted by a dog, and then 
throwing them for food to cocks and hens, 
if they eat them, and the dog be mad, they. 
will die 1 N 12 


We alſo —— from t 1 5 * author, an 
experiment that hath ſince been , 
by modern authors, althou gh not told in 
that candid manner that it ought to have 


; been. It was, that ſome cauſed pieces of 


bread to be rubbed on a ſuſpected wound, 
and offered them to dogs in common ; if 

the dogs eat the bread, the bite was not 
poiſonous, but if the dogs would not eat 
the bread, it was a ſign that the bite was 
poiſonous... Some extracted blood from the 


wound, aud made ſuch an experiment by 


mixing it with bran. 


%, 


* Hieronym, Mercur. Cap. xv. de Rabie, 
Oribeſius, apud Paulum, lib. 55 cap. 3. 


Apuleius 


— 


6 * 


Alg pues recommends the ſame experi- 5 


ment, ſubſtituting 8 ne e l Inſtead of 
bran or bread . 909 go 


0 . 


hoinmdius bantee thut dogs are terrified 


at the ſight of "dogs nnd are mal, or at 
bearing them bark. 


Deſault, a French anthais ka made ſome 
moiſe on this ſubje& fifty years ago, relates 
the ſame circumſtances, but without giving 
the leaſticredit to the ancient author 'above 


recited! ' The idea was ſuppoſed to have 


been new, and the diſcovery. was ſuppoſed 
to have originated from reports in the 
Kiſtot'y of the * Academy of Sciences. 


7 


Joi! 


—_ Jaines's Ger Field + ud be e 


ſtrong in point, for by him it appears, that 
dogs not only ſhun dogs, but men under 
the influence of the hydrophobia:' But un- 
fortunately (for I think myſelf unfortunate 


* James on the antes? page 3334+ | 
+ Vide 4 ames on the hydrophobia, * 
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when I cannot fall into the opinion of 
Dr. James in this laſt inſtance, - who was a 
man whoſe medical . character I almoſt 
} adore) I ſuſpect that Field never was truly, 
© poſſeſſed of the canine diſeaſe. The cir- 
cumſtance of Field's neighbour's dog, which 
was bit by his own dog, being hanged at 
Charing-croſs before his own door, was too: 
terrible not to excite fear, and too alarm- 
ing not to fill the mind with imaginary 
horror; I am perſuaded that this was 
the extent of the injury ſuſtained by Field, 
That dogs ſhun dogs that have actually the 
diſeaſe upon them and at its greateſt height, 
may be true. I have thus far digreſſed in 
order to give credit where it was due to 
theſe ancient authors, whoſe obſervations 
have been * but not n 


"Thin are many old authors recorded by 
Portal, and extracted by him from Drau- 
dius's Biblia Claſſica * which I have not 
been able to procure a ſight of, moſt of them 


* Sec the laſt Page, 


written 


E 
written in the ſixteenth or ſeventeenth c cen- 
tury on this ſubject ; not that I lament 
much my want of theſe reſources, for wa- 


ding through theſe volumes would be at- 
tended I fear with unprofitable difficulties, 


fuch as ſearching for a road in trackleſs ſands 


through a foreſt of firs, A cure is the ob- 


jet, but where among them is it to be 


found ! 

Pliny and Ætius both recommend wall- 
nuts internally &. 

Baccus recommends Cantharides. 


Van Helmont ſays that plunging the pa- 
tient, into water is the unicum reme- 


dium +, 


But the Cineres Cancri uſti were the 


ormſkirk of that day, each bearing equal 


proportion in intrinſick value, and popular 


credulity. 


Hippocampus Marinus—Silveſtris Roſe Tuber- 


culum. 


+ Vide Mead on Poiſons, 


Dr. 


(8): 
Dr. Martin Liſter, in the year 1694, 
publiſhed an Eſſay on this diſeaſe, founded 


on the authorities of ancient practitioners, 
being a phyſician of great erudition, and 


perfectly claſſical, the College of Phyſicians 


ſanctioned his publication, and it certainly 
contains the perfection of medical infor- 
mation on canine madneſs, and the mode of 
an it up to his time 8 


Dr. Liſter was a complete maſter of the 


medical lore, from whence he drew his re- 


ſources, and, like many others, regarded 
ſo highly the obſervations of his predeceſ- 
ſors, as to be more implicit in his confi- 
dence on them, than in making out any 


new method of his own. The only novel- 


ty to be found in this eſſay is his caſes. 
That of James Cotton, as far as I know, is 
the firſt complete hiſtory of an hydropho- 
bick patient upon record. In point of facts, 
it is deſcribed with much minuteneſs, but 
1 with the pre gs of anti- 


* Vide Martini Liſter ſex Exercitationes. 


D quity, 
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quity, ach as the barking of the patient, 8 
his lying 1 in bed in the poſture ofa dog, &c. 


There is no novelty in his method of treat- 
ment, a copy of a copy, the old ground of 
. Hellebore ayer again, and the death of the 
patient concludes the caſe, He has added 
ſeyen more caſes, but the firſt and the ſe- 
venth appear to be the two only true hy- 
drophobick caſes. The reſt are imperfeët 


conceptions formed out of the warmth of 


a prejudiced imagination. But when I fay, 
that there is not much to praiſe in Liſter, I 


ought to ſay, that there is not much to 


blame, he has charmed them into no falſe 


perſuaſion of a Prophylactick, he has not 


deluded his cotemporaries, he has rather 
handed over to them the ignorance of his 
predeceſſors, and ſubſcribed his own name 
under their authority. He has paſſively 
ſubmitted to the trammels of their theory, 
without being energetick in the leaſt active 
experiment of his own. 


Dr. Mead, well known to the medical 
world, has written an Eſfay on the Bite of 
8 a mad 
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69 
a mad dog. He has introduced it in his 
uſual manner, with great diſplay of read- 


ing, and hypothetical conjecture. This, 


like a great many more of Dr. Mead's 
Eſſays, is of no other value, than to ſhew 
how well he was acquainted with the 
writings of the aricients. I hope it will 
not be deemed ungenerous in me to affirm, 


that, if the inſtructions of Dr. Mead, for 


the treatment of this diſeaſe, were from 


the time of the bite ſtrictly followed, not 


one individual, when thus bitten, would 
ever recover, provided the infection did 
take place. The moſt eſfetitial object, that 
of deſtroying the power of the action of 
the virus, by encouraging topical applica- 
tions for that purpofe, as univerſally ad- 
viſed from the days of Czlius Aurelianus, 
by cupping, ſcarification, and many other 
modes, although not entirely perfect, yet 


all tending to uſe, Dr. Mead has taken upon 


himfelf to fcont. He has added one more 
imaginary Prophylactick to the former 
ſtock. This he got from a gentleman of 


the name of Dampier, in whoſe family it 


D 2 had 


(0) 


had been kept a ſecret for many years. 
It would have been well, if it had remain 


ed there. It was firſt publiſhed in the 


Philoſophical Tranſactions, in the year 1670, 
and conſiſts of the lichen cinerius terreſtris, 
in Engliſh, the aſh coloured ground My 
wort, and black pepper. err oy, pl 7 


„* 
5. &. * 


T his fallible remedy kept its —— for 


ſome time, 1 believe during the life-time of 
Mead, and no wonder, as the ſanction of 
his authority would have made 1t profane 
to have doubted the efficacy of it. But I 
ſhould have ſuffered this ſpecifick to re- 
main undiſturbed, was it not neceſſary for 
me to demonſtrate to the publick, that where 
blind conjecture is the only foundation for 
poſitive aſſertion, mankind i in general, with- 
out any reſpect to perſons, are ſo much 
upon a level, that the great name is as lit- 
tle to be credited as the moſt obſcure one, 
Mead has. done much ,more harm than a 
man of leſs reputation, could have done, for 
the credit of this filly ſecret was raiſed, in 
Proportion to that of his eminent charac- 

ter, 
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ter, as the ben that is placed i in the hicheſt 
point of elevation, is ſeen at the greateſt 
diſtance. But Mead was a man of learning 
and of credulity. The power of this me- 
dicine is not only ſhaken, but now de- 
ſtroyed, and lies entombed 1 in the EE 


1 confeſſes, 1 « the cure of 
. this Diſeaſe, if we except a few inſtances, 
4 has been: hitherto very doubtful and un- 
* certain, both in the Prophylactick and 
& and Theraputick part; the principal cauſe 
« of which is a vain boaſting of many ſpe- 


„ cificks, and a neglect of that method of 
cure, drawn from the Hiſtory of the 


© Diſeaſe itſelf.” . He adviſes; firſt; the 


application of large cupping glaſſes to the 


part, or the actual cautery. Second, that 
clothes touched with the poiſon be avoided. 
Third, that the patient is to be plunged in 
a terrifying manner into the ſea. Fourth, 
to be ſweated. Fifth, to foment his feet 


* Aph. 1141, 
and 


( 
and hands in warm water. Sixth, to drink 
told water, and attend to his general con- 
ſtitution. This js the 3 of Boer - 
haave s preſcriptions. | | 


- 


£11 Boerhaave alſo tells us, that the Prognoſis 
is drawn from the fatal events that have 
univerſally followed the bite of a mad dog; 
fince. the moſt eminent Phyſicians, in all 
ages, have lamented that there has been 
found no certain preſervation againſt. the 
canine poiſon, nor one ſingle inſtance, faf- 
nciently atteſted, of the cure of an hydro- 
TO TM; 8 


In the year 1735, Dr. James laid before 


the Royal Society his new method of curing - 


canine madneſs, recommending, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, the uſe of turpeth mine- 
ral, and publiſhed a nge on the ſame 

2 ö ＋ 1 
In the year 1786, Claude de Choiſel, A 
Jeſuit, and Apothecary to the miſſion of 
Pondicherry, fent fome papers to France, 
re- 
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relating to certain experiments he had made 
with mercury in the canine madneſs, 
Theſe were publiſhed at Paris, and tranſ- 
lated the ſame year into Engliſh. - It is evi- 
dent, that Choiſel might, if he did not, 
have borrowed this practice from Dr. James; 
for it is no uncommon means, however illi- 


beral, amongſt medical writers in both 
countries, to be ſtudious in concealing how 


much they are indebted for information to 
others, and to be avaricious in retaining that 
literary property they falſely poſſeſſed. 
Monfieur Default, Fellow of the College of 
Phyſicians at Bourdeaux, recommended mer- 
cury for curing the bite of a mad dog; De- 
ſault declares, that he did not receive the leaſt 
hint from any author, but that he was led 
to think, however ridiculous the thought, that 


worms were the cauſe, and ſeeing that the 


famous powder of Palmarius was compoſed 
of vermifuges only *, he determined to in- 
troduce mercury into the blood, as the fit- 
teſt medicine to deſtroy worms, which, he 
ſuppoſed, were diſperſed through all the 


* Sce the laſt Pages. 1 
fluids. 


fluids. This hypotheſis, ſuch as it is, De- 


ſault aſſures us, led him firſt to the diſco 


very 0. mercury. 


Go 


the Royal Academy of Sciences, for the 


year 1699, that mercury, perhaps, given 
in large quantities, may force open ob- 
* ſtructions in the circulation, which are oc- 
« caſioned by the contractions of veins.” 
This obſervation of M. Tauvry was known 

to Dr. Mead and Dr. Boerhaave. They 
8 both remarked that ſtate in which 


blood veſſels are found in the bodies of thoſe 


who died of this madneſs. But neither of 
them has taken the leaſt notice of mercury, 
with which M. Tauvry propoſes to remove 


the obſtructions. 


_ Cheyne recommended mercury. 


— of f 


Madnels, and recommended mercury.” 


Cullen 


1 a here remark to the reader, that 
Monſieur Tauvry related, in the hiſtory of 


; Sauvage publiſhed an Eſſay on Canine 
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Cullen recommended mercury alſo. 


"96 pi ke ago, a leine . of 
pewter filings , was printed in the Philoſo- 
phical Tranſactions, as given by Sir Theo- 
dore Mayerne. This was ſaid to be by him 
a ſpecifick againſt canine madneſs. To this 
ſucceeded another medicine, commonly 
known by the name of the Tonquin Medi- 
cine, compoſed of cinnabar, muſk, &c. + 


and firſt circulated in this N by Sir 


Gorge, Cobb. 


But mercury all the world over, and an 
Engliſh. medicine amongſt Engliſhmen, 
known by the name of the Ormſkirk Medi- 
cine, fold by Mr. Hill 4, appear to be, in 


the opinion of ſome, the confident Pro- 


phylacticks of the preſent day. Thus have 
our expectations been raiſed by ſucceſſions 


of remedies, and our hopes deluded from 
time immemorial to this hour, from the 


* See the laſt Pages. 
+ See the laſt Pages. 
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aſhes of the craw fiſh of Galen, the wo- 
man's dream of dog roſe, as mentioned 


by Pliny, the hellebore, the chopped liver, 


the mithridate, the ſea bathing, the powder 
of Dampier, the pewter medicine, the pow- 
der of Palmarius, the Tonquin medieine, 
turpith mineral, and various other prepara- 
tions of mercury, down to the vapid pow- 
der from Lincolnſnhire, which is, in effect, 
equal to as much cho pped . or bread 
Pills. 


Opium hath had a liberal trial, but only 
whilſt the patient laboured under the in- 
fluence of the diſeaſe, but to as little effect 
as all the other remedies, which were exhi- 
bited in that ſtage of it: and notwithſtand- 
ing what we are told by Liſter, Nugent of 
Bath, Hillary of Barbadoes, and a few more, 


who proclaim, that cafes have recovered, 


after the # ymptoms of h ydrophobia were 
actually on the patient, yet it does not ap- 
pear evident to my underſtanding, that any 
one patient ever recovered from that melan- 
choly condition. Theſe authors did not 
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mean to miſlead us; it doen not appear but 


that they implicitly believed what they have 


related to us; and it is from their ingenu- 
ous and innocent confeſſions that I draw my 


| concluſions. The mind of a perſon, who 


has been bitten by a dog, ſuppoſed to be 


mad, being conſtantly under the impreſſion 


of ſo dreadful an attack, is open, and for a 
long time liable to the tyranny and ſport 
of imaginary aſſaults. This is not only the 
caſe in this particular diſeaſe, but in many 
others, where the dread of them hath ope- 
rated with all its influence. 


Althou gh the reputation of mercury, as 


a prophylactick, hath been ſpread over the 


four quarters of the globe, yet unfortunately 
for its advocates, and more ſo for the ſufferers 
daily experience in varieties of caſes, contra- 


dit the affirmation. I ſhall not enlarge 


further upon this point, becauſe I conſider 
ſuch an enquiry as mere waſteof time, becauſe 
I am firmly perſuaded, that there is not a 
medicinal power yet known, that will ac- 
tually, or ever did prevent the fatal pro- 


greſs of the diſeaſe, when once the virus is 


ms” gone 
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gone into the habit; and the moſt recent 
caſes of Dr. Dickſon, Dr. Vaughan, Dr. Fo- 


thergill, and in particular that late one, 
where Dr. Turton, Mr. John Hunter, and 
Mr. Tuſon attended, confirm my opinion 
upon this queſtion. Theſe facts atteſted at 
home, by men of eminence, within the 
ſcope of our own knowledge, muſt deſtroy 
all declarations to the contrary. 


But ſingular as it may appear, yet it is a 
truth that ought not to be omitted, that the 
prejudice 1 in favour of mercury prevails, in 
ſpite of its failure of ſuccels. | 


Monſieur Laſſone, firſt phyſician to the 
King of France, tells us, that fifteen per- 
ſons were bitten by a mad wolf; that three 
of them, who truſted to oyſter ſhell pow- 
ders, and other remedies, of no uſe, died 
in a few days raving mad; as alſo did ano- 
ther, who did not apply or relief, until two 
days before ſhe died. But that the remain- 
ing eleven were, by the States of Macon, near 

Which place the accident happened, put 
| under 
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890 
under tie care of a phyſician of Cfuny, 
Monſieur Blaiſe, who treated theſe eleven 


with mercurial inunction, and that out of 
theſe eleven, thus treated, three died. 


This we are told in commendation of the 


mercurial ſyſtem of treatment. Both Meſſrs. 


Laſſone and Blaiſe have my moſt cordial 
thanks for their candid manner of relating 


theſe truths; but the concluſions to be 
drawn from them, argue, in my opinion, 


ſtrongly againſt, inſtead of for, the ſalutary 
effects of mercury. Both Dr. James and 
Dr. Vaughan agree, that nineteen out of 
twenty may be bitten, without being in- 
fected; then, peradventure, where is the 
impoſſibility that the remaining eight, out 
of fifteen” that were bitten, might not be 


infected at all? A very ſtrong mode of 


reaſoning indeed, and ſuch a one as cer- 


tainly will be followed from the force of the 
example and inſtructions of Meſſrs. Laſſone 


and Blaiſe; that as three out of eleven, who 


were bitten by the ſame mad animal, died, 


and who at the ſame time uſed mercury, ſo, 
there- 


( @ 


therefore, mercury is a f pecifick in this 


diſeaſe, and ſhould be depended upon! 
This is making a blaze in favour of mercury 


with a vengeance! 


The topical applications to the wounds 


inflicted by a mad dog, have been neglected 


to a fault, ſince the doctrine of the abſor- 
bents has been ſo univerſally known, ſince 
the works of Haller taught us to reaſon 
upon that ſyſtem, and ſince the action of 
poiſons, illuſtrated by Redi, but more eſpe- 
cially by that modern and moſt ingenious 


and laborigus philoſopher, the Abbe Fon- 


tana, have now engaged the attention of all 
thoſe who delight in ſuch piathropick 


> i of philoſophy, 


"ch Fontana hack : not mk any of 


his experiments on the nature and action of 
this poiſon in particular, yet he hath in- 
ſtructed us by analogy to reaſon better, in 
general, upon this ſubject, as he hath aſ: 
certained the true laws of the action of 


other poiſons, and of that of the viper in 
335 
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16 
particular. Fontana hath ſilenced thoſe ſu- 
perſtitious writers, whoſe remedies he hath 
brought to the teſt, and ſcrutinized by the 
rigid touchſtone of unerring experiment. 
Fontana, as it appears, made fix thouſand 
experiments on the effect of the bites of 
vipers. All theſe experiments tend to prove, 
that out of the various powers that have 


been boaſted as antidotes to the poiſon of a 


viper, not one of them has the leaſt pro- 
perty in reality to effect it. 


The volatile alkali, boaſted by Juſſieu, is 
demonſtrated to be abſolutely uſeleſs; for 


it is clearly ſeen, that when the venom of 


the viper is effectually applied, the volatile 
alkali does not diminiſh its activity. Fon- 
tana united a great variety of ſubſtances 
with this poiſon, but did not obſerve, that 


after all, it loſt its active quality. He mixed 
alkalies, neutral ſalts, oils of vitriol, the 
. nitrous acid, phoſphorick acid, and mineral 


acids. 


The 


„ - 
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The refult of theſe experiments teach us 
not to loſe. our labour in ſearch of an anti- 
dote to the bite of a mad dog; for if, after 
making fix thouſand experiments, Fontana 
is as far off as ever in diſcovering a ſpeci- 
fick for the bite of a viper, how improba- 
ble is it, that ſucceſs ſhould attend ſuch an 
hopeleſs purſuit for the bite of a mad dog? 


But I can put this queſtion much more 
2 home to common underſtanding. Scarcely 
| © an individual paſſes through life, with- 
| gut having had the ſmall pox. That 1 
3 diſeaſe cannot be prevented from taking 4 
| effect, if the ſubject puts himſelf in the _ 
= way of catching the infe@tion, The whole 4 
| of the variolous proceſs muſt be gone 
> through, in one degree or another; for 
although we find it practicable to cor- _ 
rect the dangerous effects of it, yet we 

Wi wow of no power in medicine that will, 
agtcter the infecting principle: be once gone 
| into the habit, infallibly prevent the erup- 
tive fever and the eruptions in courſe. 
Then, if-where we have the opportunity, 
and 
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and in a milder diſeaſe, of trying ten thou- 
ſand experiments in the ſmall pox, to one 


in the hydrophobia, and are yet at a loſs 
for a prophylactick in the former, how deſ- 


perate muſt be that idea, which may prompt 
a man on to expect ſucceſs in the latter ! 


It is ſurely then high time that we ſhould 


change our ſyſtem, it is high time that we 


ſhould draw the line betwixt an abſurdity 


and a poſſibility; for ſince we find, from a 


ſucceſſion of remedies, and all ſtrongly aſ- 
ſerted to be infallible by the moſt learned 


of every age, for at leaſt two thouſand 


years, that, in the event, theſe remedies have 
proved to be empty pretenſions, and delu- 
ſive in their effect, it would be weakneſs in 
the extreme to be lulled by ſuch expecta- 
tions any longer. I do, for theſe reaſons, 
not heſitate to declare, that there is no 
other rational method for the prevention of 
the dreadful conſequences of the” bite of a 

mad dog, b ut by the cutting out of the part 
that is bitten.; and I promiſe myſelf an ef- 


fectual ſecurity from future danger, by ſuch 
F . - .-:- 541: 36 Bn 
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kurting but of the part, provided that the 


operation he e r within a — 
tte. 5 8 


Topical appicntionh- to the parts wes, 
have ben Tecontitiended by almoſt all the 
great authors who have written upon this 


fubject; hut theſe hive only been confider- 
ed by them as parts of aeneral method of 


treatment. Theſe Were not ſo applied as 
if they Were in earneſt, as if any depen- 
could be performed by them ; theſe were 
in the various ſhapes, in which they ware 
applied, preſcribed as a fecondary theafure ; 


us ſomething done, without a thorough 


confidence in it, and which; conſidered ab- 


ſttractedly from other means, was fraught 


with no high expectations whatever. As 
they did not depend ſolely upon this me- 


thod, as they always had in their view ſome 


medicinal prophyiactick, as they always 


joined to it ſome prophylactick, ſo have they 
never followed up this practice to that 
extent which I exact, and ſo have they 


failed of ſucceſs. 


The 
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The enlargement of the bitten part, the 
fcarification of the part, the application of 
cupping glaſſes to the part, the ſucking of 
the wound, the bleeding it by leeches, the 
actual cautery, the turning the wound into 
an iſſue, the filling it up with gunpowder 
and fetting it on fire, and the application 
of various cauſticks, are all fallible. Theſe 
may ſucceed, but they are not ſecure. 
Theſe have been put in practice, when not- 
withſtanding the diſeaſe hath came on. 1 
{hall proceed to point out a recent inſtance 


of the application of cauſtick, which 


failed of the intention ; and my reaſon for 
introducing this cafe here, is obvious upon 
two grounds. The firſt is to ſhew, that 


nothing leſs than a complete removal of the 


bitten part from the living ſubject, will 
anſwer the purpoſe intended thereby. And 


the ſecond is to ſhew, that whatever be 


done fhort of that complete removal, ought 
to be conſidered as a criminal imperfection. 


If a caſe under the immediate care of a 
man of n reputed eminence, as Mr. John 
72 Hun- 


( % ) 


Hunter, if a caſe, where the earlieſt advan- 


tage was taken of the injury inflicted, if a 
caſe, ſuppoſed to be treated agreeable to the 


moſt exalted ſkill of modern practice, if 
ſuch a caſe failed, which it moſt aſſuredly 
did, it muſt have been owing to the inade- 


quacy of the means to the end. And the 


failure of ſuch a caſe, under ſuch a combi- 
nation of happy circumſtances of great ſkill 
and immediate reſource to it, proves a ſtrong 
_ neceſſity of the poſitive adoption of a me- 
thod, yet more certain, E not leſs __ 
Wande. | ; 


«Conſidering the terms upon VER Mr. 


John Hunter and I ſtand, it behoves me to 
be more fully explicit, that he, as well I, 
ſhould not be miſunderſtood ; and that the 
arguments, which I have yet to produce 


upon this very fatal caſe, ſhould not be 


ſubjected to any miſconſtruction. 1 fhall 
therefore proceed to give my readers the 


neceſſary part of the caſe, and the letter 


which Mr. John Hunter wrote to Dr. Ha- 


95 0 8 a — in Suffalk, after the 


death 
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EM) 
death of the patient, and that letter will 


amply ſerve to explain all that I want to 
have W 


On December the 6th, 1784, Maſter R. was 
on a viſit in Jermyn- ſtreet, where a ſtray 
dog came into the room. A plate of meat 


Vas ordered for the dog, which he eat. 
The young gentleman took notice of the 
dog, and ſtooping down to examine it, the 


animal turned from his meat, and bit him 
on the right ſide of the under lip. He was 


immediately ſent in a coach, which was then 


ready at the door, to Mr. John Hunter, in 
Leiceſter-fields, being at the diſtance of 


about a quarter of a mile *. The conſe- 


quence of this bite was, that he died the 


13th of Jannary, 1785, at his father's ſeat, 
in Suffolk. The following letter was ſent 


to Dr. Hamilton, after the death of Maſter 
R. by Mr, John Hunter. Dr. Hamilton did 
not attend Maſter R. after his removal into 


the country, but as a motive for this correſ- 


* Vide Mr. Tuſon's account in Hamilton on the hy- 


drophobia. 
pondence, 


( 8s ) 


pondence, he was then oallecting informa» 
tion upon this ſubject, for publication. 
4 SIR, 

I received the favour of yours. I am 
always extremely happy when I can give 
any uſeful information; but all the infar- 
« mation I can give you relative to the Hy- 
* drophobia, is rather negative good, than 
« poſitive. . All the means recommended 
ere uſed in Maſter R.'s caſe. I ſaw him 
« only a few hours after the bite. The lip 
* was torn a good deal. The teeth had 
gone through and through, and had torn 
out a piece. I immediately applied the 
* cauſtic to every ſurface that I conceiyed 
4 had been made by the dog's teeth; and 
when thoſe ſloughs came away, I went 
over the fame field a ſecond time; but, 
« from the termination of the whole, I am 
& inclinable to believe that I did not touch 
s every part where the teeth had been. He 
« took the Ormſkirk medicine by the direc- 
* tion of Mr. Berry who ſells it, therefore 
« we muſt ſuppoſe it was properly given. 
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the ſame dog, and ſhe died alſo. 


699) 


He alſo took the Tonquin medicine, viz. 
« muſk, cinnabar, &c. as alſo rubbed in mer 


* curial ointment till his mouth was ſore. 
« My whole dependance was on the cauſtic, 
« hut did not object to others being given. 
« { wiſh I could ſay more on the ſubject in 
« general. We ſeem to be as much at a 
& Joſs how to treat it, as they were a thou- 
fund years ago. I have not yet heard the 
« particulars of Maſter R.'s attack and ſymp- 


« toms. I want very much to learn them. 


« To aſcertain a mode of cure will be very 
« difficult. For a few caſes not having the 
« ſymptoms, under any courſe, prove but 
little. I know where there were twenty- 
one people bit by one dog,; nothing was 


done for any of them, and only one was 


taken ill. If they had all taken medicines, 
* then it would have been ſaid, that they 
* only loſt one out of twenty-one. 
« T am, dear Sir, 
« Your moſt meds 
| « JOHN HUNTER.“ 


A Prench woman was bitten at the ſame. time by 


Here 


(4) 


lere then is an indiſputable caſe termi- 
nating fatally, where every favorable ad- 
vantage might have been taken. A ſmall 


animal inflicted the wound. The ſituation 
of the wound favourable for extirpation, as 


the parts divided might have been brought 
together, as in the operation for the hare 


lip. The early application of the patient 
for aſſiſtance. The vicinity of the ſurgeon 
to the place of the accident. The ſmall 
ſpace of time between the infuſion of the 
poiſon and the application of the cauſtick. 
All theſe combine ſo many ſeeming fortu- 
nate concurring circumſtances, as are rare- 
* to be met * | 


- Mr: Hunter fays, 11 ak . - 


* «the cauſtic to every ſurface that I had 
* conceived had been made by the dog's 
'« teeth, and when theſe ſloughs came away, 
I went over the ſame field a ſecond time; 
hut from the termination of the whole, I am 
« inclinable to believe, that I did not touch 
every Part where the * bag been. 
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When it is conſidered, that tlie ſhar p- 
pointed teeth of a ſmall animal made the 
wounds, and that the poiſon introduced in- 
to them would actually paſs to the ex- 
tremeſt points of the wounds; and when it 
is further conſidered, that ſuch wounds 
partially cloſe immediately after that they 


are made, or are filled up in a great mea- 
ſure with blood flowing from divided veſ- 


ſels, a man of common reflection would be 
aſtoniſhed, but ſcarcely ever convinced, how 
that cauſtick could ever paſs to the bottom 
of: theſe little wounds, ſo that its action 


ſhould directly and effectually take place. 


But admitting that cauſtick had been as 
fitting to the purpoſe of prevention, as the 
cutting out of the part, in order for theſe 
two powers to operate comparatively equal, 
the cauſtick ſhould be continually applied, 
until as much of the parts were deſtroyed 
by its action, and in the ſame given time, 
as ought to be taken away by exciſion. If 
that had been done, which was not done, 
and if that had been effectually done, then, 

G in 


62) 


in this inſtance, the Anden an the 
deſtruction of the bitten parts by cauſtick, 
and the exciſion of the parts by the knife, 
would have been, that the former method 
would have left an unſightly ghaſtly fear 
ever after, and the latter would have finiſhed 
in a ſeams not uncomely, by bringing the 
parts into union, and keeping them there 
until they adhered together. Mr. Hunter 
does not prefame to deny, but that had the 
cauſtick been applied effectually, it would 


have anſwered the intended end; for he is 


4 inclinable to believe, that he did not touch 
every part where the teeth had been.” 
The time was not too long, the opportunity 
had not paſſed by, the wound itſelf was not 
untractable, but the cauſtick was not effec- 
tually applied. When the life of am indi- 
vidual hung upon ſo nice a point as that of 
the bitten part being wholly extirpated or 
not; and when that perfect power of extir- 
pation was as eaſily practicable, as that im- 
perfect application of cauſtick, whick fail 
ed, a modeſt man, a man of feeling, or a 
good ſungeon, would: have bluſhed at ſuch. 
an 


* 


(266). 


an apology, as that he was © inclinable to 


believe, that he did not touch every part 
„Where the teeth had been.” 


Having ſtated this fairly, I ſhall leave it 
for the reader to go on with the com- 
ment. 5 


If he had ever deigned to read, he would 
have found, that by Fontana's experiments, 


exciſion of parts, by the viper, never failed Hatter 


of preſerving the animal from the delete- 
rious effects of the poiſon, when performed 
in time, before that abſorption had taken 
place; and he would have alſo found, that 
the cauſtick did ſometimes fail, and that no- 
thing elſe could be confidently depended 
upon, but the timely exciſion of the whole 
of the bitten parts, 


I ſhall proceed to lay before my readers, 
ſome extracts from this very ingenious au- 
thor. I have choſen the Engliſh tranſlation 
of Mr, Skinner, a ſurgeon in the Royal 

G2 Navy, 
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Navy, who a twelve month ſince tranſlated 
it at my . 5 85 


. Bites 4 the Vi iper FATE with the Lunar 
| F Cauftick. 


The latter part of my experiments is 
the more important, in having for its ob- 
* ject the ſecuring us againſt the bite of the 
viper. My experiments are too few in 
number, and too little varied, either to al- 
low the drawing from them all the prao- 
* tical utility that may be hoped, or to ren- 
der the method I have propoſed, perfect. 
© Owing to the ſeaſon, I have experienced a 
# ſcarcity of vipers; and the circumſtances 
in which I have found myſelf, and the 
f obligations I have had to fulfill, have pre- 
t vented my applying myſelf more atten- 
tively, and in the way I ſhould have wiſh- 
ed, to this ſubject. I ſhall, for the pre- 
* ſent, publiſh the reſult of ſuch experi- 
ments as I have been able to make, intend- 
ing to return at a more convenient oppor- 

{ tunity, to an enquiry that has the good 


"of 


G 


« of my fellow creatures for its object. In 
the mean time, I hope that philoſophers 
and naturaliſts will pay. every attention to 
this branch of medicine, and will ſpare no 


pains to render it more certain and uſe- 


ful. 


] had a middle ſized rabbit bit five times 
ſucceſſively in the leg, by a large viper, and, 
after making ſcarifications, applied the 
cauſtick, and waſhed and bound the 
* wounds. The rabbit died at the end of 
twelve hours. | 


I had another rabbit bit ſeveral times in 
the leg by a viper. It died in the ſpace 
* of an hour, although it was treated like 
the precedin g one. 


1 had two is bit in the legs by 
5 a viper, each one three times, and after 
making the ſcarifications, I applied the 
* cauſtick. Both of them died in a few mi- 


_ * nntes, 
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- <T repeated. this experiment with the 
* ſame circumſtances, on a large guineapig, 
© which died in the ſpace of twenty-four 


© Theſe five unexpected deaths convinced 
me how eaſy it is to be deceived, even in 
matters of obſervation and experiment, and 
c how little truſt is to be repoſed in analogy. 
The minuteſt circumſtance: ſuffices to ren- 
der what in itſelf would be very uſeful, 
both uſeleſs and hurtful. Every one may 
* percerve, that in the preſent. taſe the whole 
« difficulty lies in making the cauftick pene- 
* trate into all the parts to which the venom 
bas found its way. But how can this dif- 
_*ficulty ever be ſurmounted? The holes 
* made by the teeth of a viper are very 
* ſmall, and often inviſible. They run in 
different directions within the ſkin, and 
have different depths, according to a thou- 
9 ſand varied circumſtances. The ſwelling 
* or inflammation that ſucceeds, augments 
the difficulty ſtill more, ſo that the fcari- 


/ «ficatlons are made almoſt at hazard, 
| * I muſt 


| ( 47 5 


1 muſt not however ole: that I have 
6 eured five 'other larger rabbits by this 


method, after they had been repeatedly 


bit by vipers; as alfo ſeveral guineapigs 
that I had had bit in the fame way; all of 
which would probably have died, if they 


had not been treated with this new reme- 


dy. But I recovered a much greater num- 
ber of theſe animals, when they had been 


bit a ſingle time only, although even in 


this inſtance ſome of them died; and this 
vas undoubtedly occaſioned in the way 


related above; that is to fay, not by the 
« ineffcacy of the medicament, but becauſe 
it cannot always reach the parts where the 


« poiſon has penetrated and lodged. There 


gare likewiſe other circumftances which 
elude the new method I have propoſed, 
and ' theſe are, when the diſeaſe, by acct- 
dental circumſtances, is more internal than 
external; that is to ſay, when the venom 
is ſuddenly introduced in a large quantity 
into the bloed of the animal, by the means 
© of ſome veſſel that the teeth may have 

"Fs And I do not think it impof- 


+ ſible, 
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(a) 
* ſible, but that the bite of the viper may 
© kill even | inſtantaneouſly, provided ti 
* ſhould ever happen (which is not abſo- 
lutely impoſſible) that the teeth ſhould 
_ *pierce a large venous veſſel in ſuch a way, 
* that a quantity of the venom would be in- 
- © ſtantly carried to the heart. In this caſe, 
_ «© which differs little or not at all from the 
* artificial injection of the venom, the diſeaſe. 
may be incurable, and obviate all remedy. 


The lunar cauſtick, I repeat it, renders 
the venom of the viper innocent, and is 
© its true ſpecifical remedy ; but much re- 
mains to be done, to apply it with the 
« greateſt advantage in the bite of this ani- 
mal. It would perhaps be uſeful to ſwal- 
: low i it, diluted with water, even in pretty 
I ſtrong doſes. If the venom of the viper a 
derange the blood, and be fatal when it is 
* introduced into the torrent of the circula- 
© tion of humours, the lunar cauſtick, taken 
q internally 3 in a liquid form, may weaken 
* its noxious qualities, and correct it in the 
C veſlels themſelves, to ſuch a degree as to 
' deſtroy, 


( © ) 


* 


C deſtroy, or diminiſh, the internal diſeaſe 
* that this venom produces. 


« After my having diſcovered that the 
© lunar cauſtick renders the venom of the 
viper innocent, it is natural to conceive 
© that I ought to make ſome trials on the 
* Japis infernalis; I have indeed made ſeveral. 


] found that a paſte formed of this ſtone, 
and of the venom of the viper, might be 
b applied with impunity to the wounded 
* muſcles of birds; on chooſing ten of them 
for theſe experiments, not one died. But 
© of three which I envenomed with the 
© teeth, and dreſſed with the Japis mfernalis, 
* ſcraped to a powder, two died, one at the 
moment of application, the other at the 
end of two hours. I had four pigeons 
bit in the legs by vipers, and treated them 
« with the ſame cauſtick. One died in my 
hands immediately after I had applied it, 
another in the {| pace of an hour, and the 


two others recovered. 


H. un GE fi e 
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4 Norwithiiandin 8 thät the ſeaſon was be- 
coming unfavourable, and that J had no 
6 longer a, hope of finding, any vipers, I 
e met with thirty-four of them by accident, 

in an excellent ſtate, and very Vigorous. 
ö The firſt purpoſe to which 1 applied | them 
© was that of verifying my new remedy, and 

© of Teeing, at the ſame time, whether a ſo- 
_ © lution in water of the lunar cauſtick, given 
* internally, would be at all efficacious to 
6 nim als bitten by the viper. 


1 deftined four very ſmall prtinepige 
for this experiment, and made them drink 
a teaſpoonful of the above ſolution: it was 
© rather weak, but {till diſagreeable to the 
e taſte. 1 wounded the femoral muſcles of 
G three of them with vetiomous teeth, made 
immediate ſcarifications, and applied the 
lunar cauſtick as uſual ; neither of them 


« died. 

I made another ſmall guineapig ſwallow 
two tea ſpoonfuls of the above folution, 
and it died in my hands. I conclude from 
DT OY 5 this 


(4) 


# this that the quantity. I employed was too 
great. 1 Seer ee gave a ſingle Wald 
g four fall guineapigs, and had t them im- 
a mediately bit by as many vipers, making 
ſcarifications inſtantly after. They all four 
* died. One when ſcarce bitten, another 
in an hour, a third in three hours, and the 
*laſtj in five. The reſul: of this experiment 
c ſhows, that. the bite of the viper is far 
* more dangerous, than wounds that may 
be made artificially with its teeth, although 
* filled with venom. One reaſon- perhaps 
is, the difficulty of conyeying the remedy 
F nicely to all the parts where the teeth of 
* the viper penetrate when it bites at its 
will. I likewiſe imagined at the time, that 
£ the ſmallneſs of the animals I made choice 
F of might partly have cauſed this, and de- 
6 termined, in conſequence, | to make trials 
on larger and ſtronger ones, better able to 
* reſiſt, the effects of the poiſon; Parti- 
c cularly. the interpal malady, which is 
4 communicated much quicker 1 in {mall ani- 
mals. I had fix fowls bit in the thigh by 
\h TR as 


(#2) 


* as many vipers. Five of them ſwallowed 
three teaſpoonfuls each of the ſolution of 
5 the cauſtick, the other did not ſwallow 
any. I applied the lunar cauſtick in the 
ſame way to each of their wounds; the laſt 
f died, the other five all recovered. | 

I had fix rabbits of a middling ſize bit 
in the thigh by as many vipers. Iimme- 
1 mediately applied the lunar cauſtick to 
their wounds, and made them all drink the 
7 ſolution of it. Four of them recovered ; 
. the other two died, one in three hours, 
8 other i in eight. | 


I repeated this experiment on ſix other 
* rabbits, ſomewhat larger than the above, 
and neither of them died. on having 
four others bit, and treated exactly in the 

8 fame Way, they all likewiſe recovered, 


the number of theſe experiments is ſtil 
C too circumſcribed to render us certain that 
the lunar cauſtick is a never failing reme- 
's : dy againſt the bite of the viper; and this 
* is 


<5 ) 
e is owing to the difficulty of conveying it to 
all the parts into which the venom has in- 
ſinuated itſelf: three or four hundred ex- 
periments would fcarcely ſuffice to fully 
* clear up this important matter; I how- 
ever have no doubt of the efficacy of this 
f remedy, and can affirm, that the lunar 


* cauſtick is the true pecifical remedy againſt 
this dreadful poiſon. | 


On the utility of amputating the Limbs bit rh 
* ie Fer, 


We have already ſeen that the action of 
the viper's venom is not inſtantaneous; that 
* it requires a certain time for its effects to 
be perceived in the bitten parts; and that 
the external malady does not communicate 
* itſelf ſuddenly to the animal. We have 
alſo ſeen, that if the part bit by the viper 
© be ſuddenly amputated, the animal ſur- 
5 vives, All theſe experiments together ſup- 

« ply a certain remedy againſt the bite of 
* the viper, when one can practice it with fa. 


* cllity, 8 is natural to fuppoſe, that oa 
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Clopping off the diſeaſed Pa, 18. the life. of 


*.the animal may be ſayed; but the amputa- 
tion ought not to he much retarded, he- 
cauſe it is at leaſt certain, that the ae 5 
4 * it. is performed the ſurer its effects. 
£ pigeons it begins to be eyen fatal at _ 
end offfifteen ſeconds, at which. time the 
ginternal malady- is communicated, which 
« the amputation encreaſes, and haſtens 
death, inſtead of diminiſhing one and re- 
&tarding the other, as I have been ſatisfied | 
5 by ſeveral erperipgent. 


+ ut Before 1 examined into the advantages 


pf amputations on animals bit by the viper, 


l ilhed to ſee whether the internal ma- 


dad would, he communicated in a ſenſible 
ay, and ſo as, even to Occaſion death in 

other animals, in the ſame ſpace of time 
Lapin Pigeon It was neceflary to try it 
£ on animals, that die, with. much greater 


.*,ifticulty than. theſe laſt, but Who would 


15 die to a certainty, and in a ſpage not tao 
q e gm, the introduction of the poi- 
«ions; 1 made choice of very ſimall ae 
«ol , | | : Pigs. 


(8) 
pigs; "Baka I knew, by experience that 
_ = had _ 1 theſe ee 


J had a guineapig bit en times at 
the extremity. of the foot, which at the 
© end of twenty ſeconds I cut off betwixt 
the tarſus and the tibia. The animal lived; 

and ſeemed to have no other complaint 
than that cauſed by the bene 


I had Wother guineapig bit repeatedly 
© at the extremity of the foot, by a viper, 
* and at the end of forty ſeconds cut off the 
© leg as above. He recovered in the fame 
way with the former. 


« A third guineapig received ſeveral bites 
© in the foot, from a viper, a minute after 
* which I cut off its leg. It recovered as 
« well as the others. | | 


I had another guineapig bit repeatedly 
© by a viper, in the foot, which, in eighty 
feconds, I cut off; this one likewiſe re- 
6 covered, 


1 had 


<5) 
+I | had anathet guineapig bit repeatedly 


in the foot by a viper, and two minutes 
after cut of its leg z it ns likewiſe: 


4 + had another guineapig bit ſeveral 
« Home by a viper, in the foot, which, at the 
© end of three minutes, I eut off: this one 
; e recovered too. 


© T had another guineapig bit ſeveral times 
* by a viper, at the extremity of the foot; 
* and, at the end of four minutes cut off its 
leg: it died three hours after, having a 
lividneſs of the muſcles. of the leg, and 
* the auricles and heart filled with clotted 


« _ 


= 0 had ther guineapig bit * 
* in the foot by a viper, and at the end of 
four minutes cut off its leg: it recovered: 


et muſt. be obſerved, that. the feet am- 
putated at the end of three or four mi- 
* nutes, have unequiyocal ſigns of local ma- 
6 lady ; ; theſe fi gn: are even obſerved before, 


J although 


„ 


although with more difficulty, are not ſo 
* certain, and do not exiſt always. 


Neither of the guineapigs bitten in the 
feet, and mutilated in leſs than three mi- 
© nutes, died; but of the two mutilated at 
the end of four minutes, one died, and the 
other ſurvived. There are even here then, 
© as well as in many other caſes we have ſeen 
© above, circumſtances in which the bite of 
the viper produces greater or leſſer effects; 
but what is more important, and deſerves 
all our attention, is, that the internal ma- 
lady is not communicated to the animal 
* till very late, in compariſon to that in the 
© caſes of the pigeons, or more properly, 
© that it does not become mortal till after a 
© long time, and that the cutting off the 
part bitten may be made with all poſlible 
advantage and ſafety, within the limits of 

* a much greater time. | 


But let us continue our experiments, the 
© number of which has been too ſmall to 


* ſupply us with certain concluſions. 
hl 1 1 had 


( 48 ) 
I had a guineapig bit ſeveral times in 
the foot, by a viper, and cut off its leg at 
* the end of four minutes: it recovered. 


I had another one bit repeatedly in the 
foot by a viper, and cut off its leg at the 
end of five minutes: it recovered. 


* I had another guineapig bit in this way 
in the foot, and at the end of ſix minutes 
cut off its leg; it died ten minutes after. 


I had three guineapigs bit in the foot by 
a viper, each one ſeveral times, and in four 
minutes cut from each a leg: they all re- 
f recovered. 


I had three others bit in the foot in the 
« ſame manner, and in five minutes cut off a 
leg from each of them: they all three re- 
© covered. 0 


I had three others bit in the Game way, 
and in ſix minutes performed the opera- 
6 tion: oge only recovered. 


: 


1 


I had three others bit as above, and in 
ten minutes cut off a leg from each: they 
all died, 


From all theſe experiments it appears 
that this deduction may be made, that 
every thing is to be expected from the am- 
« putation of the leg, if performed on gui- 
* neapigs before ſix minutes are elapſed af- 
ter their being bit by the viper, 


© It is natural to ſuppofe, that in larger 
animals the amputation may be made much 
later {till than ſix minutes, and experience 
has demonſtrated it in very large rabbits ; 
hut we may ſtumble on another inconve- 
* nience which - confines this method very 
much: pigeons are not endangered by 
the amputation of the leg; {mall gui- 
« neapigs bear that of the extremity of the 
foot, but not always that of the leg; 
larger animals are more apt to die, when 
« a great part of them, ſuch as the leg, is 
lopped off; ſuch an operation in theſe caſes 
is nat only uſeleſs but dangerous. 


12 It 
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« Tt does not, however, follow, that am- 
pputation, even in large animals, may not 
be uſeful againſt the bite of the viper; in 
general it is ſo when the animal bears it 
« eaſily, provided it be done at a convenient 
time. As amputation may be very uſeful 
in a great number of cafes, I thought it 
© incumbent on me to make experiments, 
and to vary them ſeveral Wye, on differ- 

gent animals. 


The idea of giving this publication oe- 
curred to me three years ago, but I waited 
the event of the two caſes I am about to pro- 
dnce, and fince then, my time hath been 
filled up with writing on another ſubjeR, 
only more ſerious, becauſe it was more 
common. The method of preventive cure, 
by the excifion of parts bitten, is ſo very 
obvious, that it cannot be preſumed but 
that rational men, in all countries, muſt 
have thought alike about it. I do not pre- 
tend to be the firſt on the liſt in recom- 
mending this ſyſtem. I am content, that 
it * be ſaid, I have added my caſes to 
51 | -? © others, 
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others; that I have confirmed the truths of 
Fontana, of Monfieur le Roux, of Dr. Ha- 
 milton, of Mr, Newſon, and many others. 
All J afk, is, the confidence of the publick 
to theſe points, that I firmly believe the 
experiments of Fontana are juſt, and that 
the analogy betwixt the bite of a viper and 
the bite of a mad dog, is fair, in a general 
fenſe; but that the bite of a viper is much 
more rapid in its action, and its poiſon 
much more feeble in its power; that the 
venom of the viper is a continued conſtitu- 
tional ſecretion, harmleſs to the viper who 
fecrets it, of a more exalted nature in ſum- 
mer than in winter; that the venom of the 
mad dog is in its action very ſſow, difficult 
to be communicated; that it is a poiſonous 
fluid which has undergone a change from 
a healthful fecretion of ſaliva, and which is 
produced by a diſeaſe, ſui generis, from a 
conſtitutional cauſe, ab origine, inherent in 
the dog, and is continued to be propagated 
by inoculation through the teeth of a mad 
dog to a dog otherwife ſound. That the 
dog, and ſome other animals, are ſubject to 

. this 
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this diſeaſe in all countries, and that it prey 
vails, although not ſo common, in extreme 
_ cold, as well as in extreme heat. That the 
venom of each muſt be abſorbed into the 
habit, before - that the deleterious effects 
from it can be felt; and that from the tor- 
pid action of the venom of the mad dog, 
theſe deleterious effects might be always 
judiciouſly prevented. I think my two caſes 
are in point, to confirm theſe aſſertions. 


CASE of ELIZABETH PRATT. | 


ON Wedneſday, the 23d of January, 
1785, G. G. Eſq. and his lady, of Bromley- 
hill, in Kent, walked into the town of 
Bromley, accompanied by their Newfound- 
land, dog Jo all appearance, the dog was 
perfectly well, until they came into the 
town, when he was perceived to ſnap at 
every dog that came in his way: and in the 
town a great number of dogs were aſſembled 
about him. On their return back to Brom- 
ley-hill, he then ſnapped at the pigs, for 
which Mr. G. beat him, but fortunately he 
be Ak never 
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never turned to bite. On enquiry of the 
ſervants, it was found that the dog had been 
ſnapping at every thing in the farm yard 
that morning. They then began to ſuſpect 
that the dog was mad, and ordered him to 
be chained up in his kennel, which was his 
uſual place of confinement. It was made 
of open flips of wood. When this was 
done, he made not the leaſt reſiſtance. The 
ſervants were all at the time cautioned to 
keep out of his way: but they were not 
awakened by this admonition, for Ann 
Lowe, the dairy maid, on the 24th in the 
evening, going within the reach of his 
chain, he flew at her; it was with the 
greateſt difficulty that ſhe could extricate 
herſelf from him, and- not without having 
her clothes very much torn. The dog that 
night began to how] and bark in an un- 
common manner. On the 25th, in the 
forenoon, Elizabeth Pratt, the cook, who 
uſually ſerved the dog with food, went to 
give him water, when, inſtead of lapping, 
he ſuddenly ſeized her by the arm, which 
bled a great deal. She then began to be 

3 alar med, 
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alarmed, recollecting that the cautions 
which were before given, of the dog being 
mad, were founded in truth, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. being in London, at the time that Eliza- 
beth Pratt was bitten, they were not in- 
formed of it until Saturday morning the 
26th; and it was not until the evening of 
the 26th, about ſix o'clock, that Mr. G. re- 
turned from London to his houſe, accom- 
panied by Dr. John Hunter, of St. Alban's- | 
ſtreet, late phyſician to the army at Ja- 
maica, and myſelf. The Doctor and I were 
brought out tliere for the purpoſe of doing 
our beſt for the cook. The bite was on the 
external part of the arm, rather nearer the 
elbow than the wriſt. Many punctures of 
the teeth wiere apparent, and the parts 
were inflamed. Late as it was after the ac- 
eident, we did not heſitate to propoſe the 
exciſion of the part às the unicum reme- 
dium. To this the cook, with ſome heſita- 
tion, eg ng and about eight o'clock it 
was done. The ſkin of the arm, from be- 
ing . to heats and colds, was very 
| thick. Ne part that was taken out, was 


about 
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about the ſize of a crown piece; and on 
account of the part being inflamed, it bled 
profuſely. The muſcle beneath appeared 
livid, as if it had been contuſed by the gripe. 
Upon examining the exciſed piece, I found 
that the probe paſſed through only one of the 
punctures, made by the teeth of the dog. 
We dreſſed the wound with lint, moiſtened 
with ſpirit of wine, in which corroſive ſubli- 
mate had been diſſolved, and directed that 
it ſhould be continually kept moiſt with the 

ſame. This, we judged to be a good af- 
ter application, as it acted like a cauſtick, 
and at the ſame time there would be no ne- 
ceſſity for removing the dreſſings to apply 


- The event of this cale was, that the 


wound healed up in due time, as other 
wounds do; and the cook has continued 
well eyer ſince. We ſtaid there all night, 
and were much diſturbed by the yells of 
the dog ; the next morning his maſter re- 
leaſed him from his agony, when almoſt 
expiring, by a diſcharge from a blunder- 
buſs. The wooden lattice of his kennel 


was gnawed almoſt through. 4s th 
K CASE 


A * 
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| CASE of GEORGE LANE, 


GEORGE LANE, groom to J. B. Eſq. 


late of Effex-ſtreet, in the Strand, was bit 
by his maſter's terrier dog, whilſt on a jour- 
ney into the country. The dog had been 
obſerved to be not jn his uſual ſpirits, when 
they ſat out from town, and had fought 
with another terrier dog, belonging to the 


groom, that was tied up in the ſtable; and 


which had previouſly been in familiarity with 
him. The dog, on the road, diſcovered 


_encreaſed ſymptoms of a diſordered ſtate, 
although it was not ſuſpected even then by 


them, what was the nature of that diſor- 
dered ſtate. . The groom, conceiving him to 
be in a fit, got off from his horſe, and on 
coming up to examine him, the dog, al- 
though bred up in the cloſeſt attachment to 
the groom, flew at him, and bit him. The 
dog immediately afterwards daſhed through 


8 the next hedge, and ran off in a ſtrait line 
over the country. The groom - purſued 


him for near a mile, but without ſucceſs, 
and the dog was never heard of more. 
A The 


(8 

The terrier dog that he bit in the ſta- 
ble, and that was always after kept tied 
up in the ſtable, died mad, in a fortnight, 
from the bite. It was on Friday, the 10th 
of June, 1785, at nine o'clock at night, that 
he was bit; and it was on Monday, the 
13th of June, at five o'clock in the after- 
noon, that I extirpated the part. The 
wound was on the external part of his 
thumb, near to the knuckle. I here had 
an opportunity of taking away much of 
the ſurrounding parts, as the wound was 
not large; and I dreſſed it afterwards with 
lint, . dipt in ſolution of ſublimate, with 
ſpirits of wine. Two years ſince Mr. B. 
informed me, that the groom was well; 
and I know nothing to the contrary, but 
that he continues ſo to this day, 


ee — — 


The diſtance of time betwixt the bite of 
the dog and the extirpation of the part, in 
the firſt caſe, was from thirty-two to thirty- 
five hours, The diſtance of time betwixt 
the bite of the dog, and the extirpation of 
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the part, in the ſecond caſe, Was ſixty-eight 
hours. | | 


This. muſt afford great conſolation for 
many reaſons. It gives time to make enqui- 
ries concerning the dog, to collect opinions 
upon the ſtate of the caſe, to fix regulations 
about that which is neceſſary to be done 
for the ſafety of the patient, and to bring 
together ſome of the ableſt ſurgeons re- 


ſiding in the neighbourhood, to the end 


that that which is to be done, be done ef- 
fectually. It ſhould be held as a ſtanding 


maxim, that the part bitten be taken away, 1 


as ſoon as it poſfibly can be, after the acci- 
dent. And'although, from ſome untoward 
delay, ſuch as cannot be foreſeen, either in- 
curred from the careleſsnefs of the patient, 
or from his not being conſcious that he 
was bitten by a dog that was actually mad, 
ſome time may be loſt, yet admitting, that 
it is well underſtood, that the patient 1s 
bitten by a dog that is mad, I am well af. 
ſured, that in the ſpace of ten hours, an 
able ſurgeon might | be brought to the aſſiſ- 
tance of the patient, let the accident hap- 
pen 


1 


\ 
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pen wherever it may, in 50 part of this 
country. | 

It is not in my power to form a conclu- 
ſive opinion, at what period, the patient 
may be ſafe, by the part being extirpated, 
after the bite is inflicted. But I do not 
think that the idea ought to be abandoned 
any time before the ſymptoms of hydro- 
phobia have come on; hope forſaken, is 
ſucceeded by deſpair. In the quotation 
that I gave from Fontana, the diſtance of 
time betwixt the bite being given, and the 
cutting off the part, for ſaving the life of 
the ſubject, is preciſely ſet down, and vice 
verſa. It is to be preſumed, that in pro- 
portion to the interval, betwixt the appli- 
cation of any virus to a ſubject, and its vi- 
ſible effect upon the conſtitution, will, the 
time for the taking away the part infected, 
be ſafe or otherwife. One may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that. the extirpation of a part bit- 
ten by a viper, ſhould be inſtantaneouſly 
performed. That the part inoculated with 
variolous matter might be deferred for 
| more 
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more than twenty hours; and that the part - 
bitten by a mad dog, yet four times longer, 
as the hydrophobick ſymptoms, upon a 
general ſcale, are forty days before they ap- 
pear, and thoſe of the ſmall pox ten. 
Whenever an opportunity offers, ſome ex- 
periments, ſimilar to the following, ſhould 
be tried. The mad dog ſhould be tied up 
in a latticed kennel, and permitted to bite 
other dogs. The bitten parts ſhould be 
cut out at different periods. The propa- 
gation of the diſeaſe might be ſo carried 
on, as to afford an opportunity of con- 
ducting uſeful experiments ad infinitum. 
Theſe would mark the ſecurity of the me- 


__thod by extirpation, and would aſcertain 
how long a time it would be ſafe, to delay 


the operation, after the bite, in that ani- 

anal. The apparent cruelty of ſuch expe- 
riments would prove to be humanity in the 
end. As when the full extent of the power 


of the diſeaſe, and the remedy over it, be 


aſcertained, we ſhould be enabled to apply 
 Juch knowledge to the preſervation of fa» 
-yorite dogs as well as of ourſelves, 


Theſe 


* 
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"Theſe experiments would yet be produc- 
tive of more utility. They would tend to 
convince obſtinate ſkepticks, and make the 
ſyſtem familiar to the moſt vulgar minds. 
Whilſt thoſe who are endowed with more 
enlightened ' underſtandings, and upon 
whom the ſuperior gifts of education, and 
the bounties of fortune, are liberally la- 
viſhed, ſhould, in return, lend their aid, to 
remove prejudices deeply rooted in the 
minds of the uninformed. Their confi- 
dence ſhould be guarded againſt deluſive 
remedies, that it may not be practiced upon 
by the deſigning nor the ignorant, to the 
injuſtice of all who fall victims to the fatal 
error, and to the deep affliction of others, 
who from ſtrong and irreſiſtable affection, 
poignantly feel the loſs from untimely an- 
nihilation, in the deareſt ties of friends and 
relations. 


From 
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From he PutLosornica TRANSACTIONS of 
the Year 1737-8, ' No. 446. 


. The CASE of a lad bitten by x iu * 
communicated in a letter from Mr. Ed- 
ward Nourſe, F. R. S. and Chirurgeon to 


St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, to Cromwell 


Mortimer, M. D. Secr. R. S. 


Dear Sir, | 
LEM « Preſuming that the following Caſe will 
be acceptable to the Society, I beg leaye to 
communicate it through your hands. 
am, 5 
Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 


« EDWARD NOURSE.” 


Fan, 5 1796-7. 


« Stephen Bellaſs, aged about ſixteen, 5 


ſome time in June, 1735, was bit by a mad 

dog through the nail of his right thumb: 
I was called immediately upon the accident, 
* „ eee make a ligature above, 


_— 
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and to cauterize the wounded part; but 
that not being complied with, I defired Mr. 
Gernum, the apothecary, who was preſent, 
to make. up the remedy, mentioned by 
Dampier, in our Tranſactions, No. 237 and 
443. Of this powder he took a drachm, 
within an hour after he was bit; repeated it 
the next morning, before he ſat out for 
Graveſend, where he was ten days, and dipt 

in the ſalt water every day; during which 
time he repeated the medicine night and 
morning, and continued ſo todo for forty days. 
This boy was without the leaſt ſign of being 
affected by the poiſon, till Tueſday laſt, the 
lth of January, 1726-7, when, in the evening, 
he complained of a numbneſs in three of 
his fingers of the hand that was not bit: 
on Wedneſday morning he was ſick, had 
great pain acroſs his ſtomach, and in all his 
bones: in. the evening, I was ſent for to 
bleed him, the people about him ſup- 
poſing that he had got a cold, When I 
came, I found him feveriſh, with a hard 
full pulſe. I aſked what complaints he had? 
The anſwer was, none, tor he could not 


L Butt ſwallow ; 


tr #7 


a butt there was no pr et 
neither did any thing occur to me, that 
could poſſibly produce the difficulty of 
ſwallowing, he ſaid he had: I offered him 
ſome ſack-whey 1 in a baſon, but he ſtarted at 


| the ſig cht of it, neither would he ſuffer 7: 


to come near him. I then offered him a 
ſpoonful, which 1 prevailed upon him to 
ſwallow: : the moment it was down, he was 
convulſed, and a remarkable horror ap- 
peared in his countenance, which was ſuc- 


ceeded by : a profuſe ſweat all over his face 


and head. He afterwards took another 
ſpoonful ; the conſequence was as before, 
but in ſomewhat a a higher degree. I was now 
convinced, that this 'was the hydrophobia, 
and that it aroſe from his having been bit 
nineteen months ago; for after the moſt 
ſtriCt « enquiry, it does not appear, that he 
had been bit by any other animal ſince; 
and if he had, it is very probable, I ſhould 
have known it, his maſter living next door 
to me, and the boy knowing how much dan- 
ger we thought him ns when he was bit. 

1 ac- 
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1 acquainted his friends with my apprehen- 
ſions, and deſired further advice; upon 
which Dr. J ames Munro was ſent "Br who 


ordered him to be let blood, a repetition of 


the above-mentioned medicine, in a bolus; 


every four hours, and a clyſter: he was 


; blooded, and the clyſter was injected; but 


he was prevailed upon to take but one of 
the boluſſes. This night was ſpent with 


great inquietude, and without any ſleep: 
Thurſday morning he was generally con- 


vulſed, and had frequent reachings and 


and yawnings alternately ; about noon, his 
mind (which continued ſound till then) left 


him, and he raved and foamed at the mouth 


1 till five o clock in the afternoon; at which 


time nature ſeemed quite ſpent, and he lay 


x EF quiet till ſeven, when hedied.” 


« The poiſon in this boy, you find, was 


latent near nineteen months; which I know 
the books mention, but it never fell within 
my obſervation before. 


L 2 | «I do 


K 
« do not know, whether it be neceſſary 
to tell you, that I cut this boy for the ſtone 
laſt ſummer, about a year after he had been 
bit; I never ſaw a wound more diſpoſed to 
heal, and he was well and abroad in five 
weeks. ; 


- This very remarkable and well authenti- 
cated caſe had not occurred to me, but from 
a converſation which J lately had with Mr. 
Pott upon this ſubject, to all the circum- 
ſtances of which he was himſelf an eye 
witneſs: for he ſaw the bitten part at firſt 
| with Mr. N. he ſaw the lad cut for the ſtone, 
and watched the ſymptoms of hydrophobia, 
when they were on him, from the beginning 
to the end. And ſuch was the impreſſion 
of this caſe upon his mind, that he was ca- 
pable, at this diſtance of time, of giving 
me more minute information upon this ſub- 
JeR, than had been hitherto recorded. Mr. 
Pott told me, that the lad was brother to Mr. 
oye Bellas, late a proctor 1 in Doctors 
| Com- 
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Commons ; that he was playing with an Ita- 

lian greyhound, which belonged to his maſter, 
Mr. Bates, a vintner, and late an Aiderman 
-6f London ; that the greyhound was not then 
ſuſpected to be mad; that he was bitten in 
the ſlighteſt manner, a little below the nail, 
on the outer part of the thumb; and that the 
grey hound ſoon after died mad. 


This caſe proves ſtrongly, that the 
ſlighteſt wound, from the bite of a mad dog, 
is not to be neglected. It might be pre- 
ſumed, that the diſtance of time, before the 
ſymptoms of hydrophobia came on, after 
the bite of the dog, would keep the mind 


of a patient in a ſimilar predicament, un- 
der a longer anxiety, from the force of ex- 


ample, in the event of this caſe. But we 
muſt not be, from ſuch a motive, afraid to 
face the truth. This caſe hath been an- 
nounced as a ſingular one. Forty days, as 
I before obſerved, is about the general ave- 
rage, from the time of the bite to the time of 
the coming on of hydrophobick ſymptoms. 
A reſolution ſhould be fixed, in conſe- 
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quence of this caſe, and of the argunients 
already enforced, of depriving the virus 
from ever acting at any period of time, by 
an early and effectual extirpation of the 
whole of the bitten part, if the wound in- 
licted be ever ſo ſlight. | 
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APPENDIX. 


FPHAT the following account, as given 


in the London Medical Journal, for 
the year 1788, Vol. IX. Part 1. might not be 
ſaid to have eſcaped my notice, I ſhall here 
tranſcribe it from that Journal. 


IX. An Account of an Experiment lately made at 
Florence, in a caſe of Hydrophobia. Communi- 
cated by Mr. J. Fabbroni, Aſiſtant Director 
of the Cabinet of Natural Hiſtory of bis Royal 
Highneſs the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, and Se- 
cretary of the Royal Academy of Agriculture 
at Florence, in a Letter to Sir Joſeph Banks, 

> Bart. P. R. S. and by him to Dr. Simmons. 


« During the laſt ſummer we had a great 

* number of mad dogs in the neighbour- 
* hood of this city, and in the city itſelf, 
Several perſons, who were bit by them, 
died of hydrophobia; and their bodies 
f were examined after death, but without 
| _ * affording 


FI. 
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affording any information relative to the 
* diſeaſe. The viſcera were uniformly 
healthy, except in one ſubject, in which 
the lungs were found adhering to the 

« pleura; but, in all of them, the brain was 
* obſerved to be more loaded with blood 
* than uſual. 8 


In one caſe, an experiment, which the 

phyſicians here have long had an idea of 
making, and from which they were not 
without ſome hopes, was tried. It was 
indeed ſomewhat bold, but in the horrid 
and hopelels ſtate to which the unhappy 

patients in ſuch caſes are reduced, every 
« thing leems to be allowable; and the per- 
« ſon on whom the experiment was tried 
appeared to be ſo near his end, that it 
« was thought he could not poſſibly ſurvive 
more than an hour. 


US in this caſe, a viper was applied to each 
of the patient's legs, and at the very in- 
#ſtant of the bite the ſymptoms ſeemed to 
"noyeaſe in violence; but this was only 
8 mo⸗ 


( $1} 
* momentary, as he immediately became 
more calm and collected, gave an account 
of his relations, aſked for ſomewhat to 
« drink, and even drank ; but died within 
half an | hour. 


This experiment did not ſeem to be at 
all concluſive either for or againſt; but it 
* occaſioned ſo much popular clamour,. that 
I think it will hardly be repeated here, at 

* leaſt on a human ſubject 


* — 


— 


If this had appeared to me to be a mere 
innocent medical whim only, or if I were 
ſure that the weak and credulous part of 
mankind would not fall into ſuch a palpa- 
ble ſnare, I ſhould all” certainly have 
treated the above account with lent con- 


tempt. 


I ſhall give my opinion of this practical 
experiment in a few words. That I think. 
it the higheſt vanity of ideotiſm, a diſgrace- 
ful inſult ud human underſtanding, and 

M a * 
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a proſtitution of the ournal1 in which it was 


inſerted. 


Yes" n. 


| VAN SWIETEN” s Receipt for Palmarins': S 
Powder. : | 


Take of the leaves of rue, vervain, the 
leſſer ſage, plantain, polypody, common 
wormwood, mint, mug wort, baſtard baum, 
(melliſophyllon) betony, St. John's wort, 
and the leſſer . each equal * 


All theſe were to be gathered every year, 
when in full vigour, and dried. Of all theſe 

powdered, half a dram, with double the 
quantity of ſugar, was to be taken every 
morning taſting. 


| The Pewter Medicine, as it lands in the Philo- 
fephical Tranſactions, OY Sir Tore 
M ayerne. | 


Take leaves of rue, picked from the 
he and n fx ounces; of London 
treacle 


(4:1 


treacle (or which is better, Venice treacle) 
garlic peeled and bruiſed, and fine filings of 
tin, each four ounces ; put them into two 
quarts of canary, or good white wine ; or 
in caſe of a nice conſtitution, into the ſame 
quantity of ſtrong and well worked ale, in 
an earthen veſſel well ſtopped. Then let 
there be made*a digeſtion, or gentle boiling 
thereof, in a bath heat, for . ſome hours, 
ſhutting in the ſteam. Then. preſs it and 
ſtrain it. | 


The doſe is from two to three ounces, or 
more, to be taken every morning, for nine 
days. 


Dr, Mead's Powder from his own Book on 
Poiſons. 


Take of the herb, called in Latin, lichen 
cinerius terreſtris, in Engliſh, aſn- coloured 
ground liverwort, cleaned, dried, and 
powdered, half an ounce ; of black pepper 
powdered, two drams. 


M 2 Mix 


( us 


Mix theſe well together, and divide the 
powder into four doſes; one of which muſt 
be taken every morning ſucceſſively, in half 


a pint of cow's milk, warm. 


Sir George Cobb's Receipt, or the man 3 


Medicine. 


Take 40 native and factitious es 
each twenty-four grains; muſk ſixteen 
grains. Let them be powdered and mixed 
together. - 


This powder was taken all at once in a 


tea cup full of arrack, and the doſe une 


peated thirty days after. 


be Ormſeirł Powder, prepared by Mr. Hill 
| and analyſed by Doctors Hayſham: and Black. 
Vide Medic. Comment. Soc. NE Vol. F . 


Take f chalk half an ounce, of bole | 


three drams, of allum ten grains, of ele- 
campaine one dram, of oil of anniſeed fix 
drops. Mix theſe together for a doſe, to be 


taken every mornin 85 for ſix times. 
ä CATA- 


22 
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CATALOGUE of Authours on the Hydro- 
phobia, in Portal's Tableau Chronol. 
p. 824, tom. 7. and taken by him from 
Draudius's Biblia Claſlica, 
Bravius, 1551, Salmanicæ. 
Mercurialis Hieronymus, 1580, Batavize. 
Baccius And. 1586, Rome. 
Variſmannus, 1586. 
Mancinellus Aſcanius, 1587, Venet. 
Abbatius, 1589. 
Bauhin, 1590, 1591, Montbelliard. 
Roſcius, 1606, Baſil. 
Caiſſon, 1609, Aix. 
Codronchius, 1610. 
Sprachman, 1613, Lond. 
Caiſſan, 1616, Paris. | 
i Humel ; in 8vo. Catalog. du Burette, 
Caranta, 1623, Saviliani. 

Aromatarus, 1625, Venet. 
Bonaventura, -1627. 
Stegel, 1640. 
Severinus, 1643, Bataviæ, 
Gockelius, 1679, Augſburg. 

Loſſius, 


Loſſius, 1682. 
Ettmuller, 1685. 


. Albinus, 1687. 
Wedel, 1695. 
- Eyſelius, 1706s. 
Fetzer, 1733. N J b 
| Schulze, 1740. 
Olivier, 1743. 
Boemar, 1746. 
Sauvage, 1749. 
Nugent, 1754. 
Gallarati in Milano. | 
| : ( } 
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Books printed for 7. BECKET. 


BSERVATIONS upon the new Opinions of 
John Hunter, in his late Treatiſe on the Ve- 


nereal Diſeaſe, By Jeſſe Foot, Surgeon, In three 


Parts, price 8s. 6d. in boards. Either Part may be had 
ſeparate. | 
2. A Critical Enquiry into the Antient and Modern 
Manners of treating Diſeaſes of the Urethra, with an 
improved Method of Cure. 4th Edition. 2s. By the 
ſame 5 | 
3. Elements of Medical Juriſprudence: or, a ſuccin& 


and compendious Deſcription of ſuch Tokens in the 
Human Body, as are requiſite to determine the Judgment 
of a Coroner, and of Courts of Law, in Caſes of Di- 


vorce, Rape, Murder, &c. To which are added, Di- 
rections for preſerving the Public Health. Price 2s, 6d. 
ſewed. | 
4. The Works of R. J. Sulivan, M. P. Eſq. F. R. S. 
7 vols. 8 Vo. Price Two Guineas, bound. 
5. Miſcellanies, in Proſe and . By Mr. Pratt. 
In 4 vols. 148. ſewed. 
6. Landſcapes, in Verſe, Taken in Spring. By 
the ſame. Price 28. 6d. | 
7. The Works of the Chevalier PA Florian; con- 
taining Galatea, a Paſtoral Romance; with German, 
Poxtugueſe, Grecian, Spaniſh, French, and Perſian 
Tales. 2 vols. 5s. ſewed. 
8. A Tour to Ermenonville. 28. : 
9. The Life of Voltaire (never before printed). 6s. 


50, An Excurſion from Paris to Fontainbleau. 5s. 
IT. A 


ele, T. BECKET, 


1 L TY A neee to the Miſcellanies of Thomas 


Seen. 28 ban 
ka, An Eſſay on | the Evidegee externalond invrial; 


eng to the Poems attributed to Thomas — each 
Containing a General View of the whole. Controverſy, 


. + By T. J. Mathias, Eſq. 28. ( C0. 
f "i 13. Rowley and Chatterton i in the Shades, | 4. d. 
14, Runic Odes, In the Manger, of Mr. Gray: 
New Edition. 18. „ ˙· ns 
. In Eſſay on Comic Genius. Wich reference to 
ber Cards gubibiced by, Mrs, Jordan: 
Hen n en „ 
46, Lines, afdreded to ) Mrs. 18 18. 1 
e. Ne Tens of Britannia, on the late Indiſpoſi- 
tion of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. By Wa. 18. 
ö 18. Crazy Tales. 28. 6d. | 
=. ne Moral Tales. By the ſame. + 25, 6d. 
© 20. The Caſing; A Poem, Being Complimentary 
* AP Vase on thoſe Fair, Ladies een, Fe: Mayer 
_— Society. . 2 al 
2 2 n Mantel on the Diſealss of; In ants.” 26. 5 
i e Harold. A Tragedy. By the Rix. Me, SS 38. 


23. Ste. Lesers te f. Friend, on-the Eſtabliſhment of 
Hound Scheel. By Philip Farns, A. M. Miniſter 
=. 0. Wye, in Price 18. 6d. 


— EZ 24. A Complete Index to the. fieſt Severity Volumes 1 
= 8 ; * In two Volumes, OFavay hl 
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euer 'Court of Queen Elizabeth, 2 vols, Aa{f/bounl, 


2 4 3 8 1819; Cavendish's Life of Wolsey, plates, 1827; 


Juames's Edward the Black Prince, 2 vols, fep. 1839 
480 —— Annals of George III. 2 vols, half bound, 1816; 


4 
* 


g 43 : 2 2 20 Secret History of 'the Court of James I. 2 vols, calf, 


1811; Dover's Frederic II. 2 vols 1832 


_ ” "481 Maxwell's Victories of the British Armies, gram 2 vols, 


1839; Life of Wellington, cuts, Willoughby ; Moore's 

. 1 (Sir J.) Life, 2 vols | | 1834 
482 Horne's (R. H.) History of Napoleon, cuts by Ratet and 
Pernet, 2 vols, impl. 8vo, half calf i 1840 
483 D'Abrantes's Memoirs of Napoleon, portraits, 2 vols, 
1836; Lows Philippe's Life and Times, by Wright, 


| plates, Figher; Madame Tussaud's Memoirs 1838 
484 Pictures of the French, by Jules Janin, Balzac and Cor- 
| menin, plates and cuts, impl. 8vo | 1840 
485 Grant's (Mrs.) Memoir and Correspondence, portrait, 

3 vols, 1844; Mrs. Hawkes's Memoirs 1837 


486 Brenton's (E. P.) Naval History of Great Britain, por- 
traits, 2 vols, 1837 ; Miles's Epitome of the Naval Ser- 
vice, coloured plates, roy. 8vo 1844 


487 Another copy, 2 vols, 1837; Dana's Seaman's 
| Manual, plates, 1851 ; Martelli's Naval Officers' Guide, 
half calf 1834 

488 Mallet's Northern Antiquities, and Lamartine's Giron- 
dists | 4 vols, Bohn 


489 The Landscape Annual, ee 3 vols, morocco, 1831-3 ; 
Allom's Views in the Tyrol, plates | 

490 Milner's The Baltic, 1854; De Custine's Russia, 1854, 
and 6 other 1 vol Travels, &. 

491 Oliphant's Transcaucasian Campaign, 1856; Fowler's 

Turkey, 1854, and 6 others 

492 Irving's Life and Voyages of Columbus, maps, 4 vols, 

1828; Capt. Hall's South America, 2 vols 1825 

493 Hall's (Capt. B.) South America, 2 vols, half calf gilt, 

1825; Bonnycastle's Spanish America, 2 vols, 1818; 

Callcott's Spain, 2 vols, 1840; Vigne's America, 2 vols 

494 Brooke's Spain and Morocco, 2 vols, 1831; Castlereagh's 

7 Journey to Damascus, 2 vols, 1847, and 5 other Travels 

495 Cumming's Hunter's Life in South Africa, 2 vols, 1855 ; 

| Sutherland's Voyage to Baffin's Bay, 2 vols, 1852; 

| Hamilton's Sixteen Months in the Danish Isles, 2 vols 

496 Sketches of Germany, 2 vols, 2 copies, 1836 ; Hodgkin's 

North Germany, 2 vols, 1820 ; Hughes's Greece and 

1 Albania, 2 vols | 1830 

497 Frank Forester's Fish and Fishing, cuts, 1849 ; Oliphant's 

| Russian Shores, 1854, and 5 others | 


498 Breton's China, plates, 4 vols in 2, half bound, 1812; 


Turner's Tour in the Levant, plates, 3 vols, . bd. 1820 
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